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fc1 ,                            ceive very properly, Amelia Island to be taken possession of.
This order ought to be carried into execution at all hazards, and simultaneously the whole of East Florida seized, and held as an indemnity for the outrages of Spain upon the property of our citizens. This done, it puts all opposition down, secures our citizens a complete indemnity, and saves us from a war with Spain. This can be done without implicating- the Government. Let it be signified to me through any channel (say J. Rhea) that the possession of the Floridas would be desirable to the United States, and in sixty days it will be accomplished. The order being given for possession of Amelia Island, it ought to be executed, or our enemies, internal and external, will use it to the disadvantage of the Government. If our troops enter the territory of Spain in pursuit of our Indian enemy, all opposition that they meet with must be put down or we will be involved in danger and disgrace."
Shortly after the letter of the 6th of January, General Jackson received his orders from the President, commanding him to take command in Florida, and in his letter of the 9th of August, 1818, heretofore published, Jackson quotes the order issued to him, and on which he acted, as follows:
"The requisitions of the order are for the Commanding General to assume the immediate command of Fort Scott, to concentrate all the contiguous and disposable force of the division on that quarter, to call on the executive of adjacent States for an auxiliary militia force; and concludes with this comprehensive command: 'With this view you may be prepared to concentrate your forces, and adopt the necessary measures to terminate a conflict which it has ever been the desire of the President, from motives of humanity, to avoid, but which is now necessary by their settled hostility.'"
It was after the campaign was ended and General Jackson had returned home, and both the English and Spanish Gov-ernments were raising questions, that the Government pro-l motive. But they so conducted it as to authorize and suggest that imputation. Their movements all took a personal and vindictive, instead of a legislative and remedial, nature."
